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Thank you for your emails of 8 May, addressed to the Minister of State for
Schools regarding bullying and your campaign, Global Respect In Education.
I am replying as the Minister responsible for young people.

| was very interested to read about your campaign and your suggested
revisions to the Schools White Paper, The Importance of Teaching. | agree
that it is essential for all young people to be able to study in school or college,
without fear of bullying.

The Schools White Paper is a wide-ranging document which sets out the
Government's overall approach to different aspects of education. You have
clearly examined the chapter on behaviour closely. This chapter was
intended to set out the Government’'s commitment to tackling all forms of
bullying, especially those motivated by prejudice.

Homophobic and disability bullying were cited in the White Paper as examples
of types of bullying, which are both prevalent and often tackled ineffectively in
schools. However, in developing anti-bullying strategies, school staff should
assess the particular motivations behind incidents of bullying in their schools
and incorporate those issues accordingly. It is important that schools’
strategies include the way they respond to incidents of bullying and methods
for raising awareness of sensitive issues around bullying, to try and prevent
incidents from occurring in the first place.

We do not want to dictate to schools how they should approach these issues
but in order to help them to prepare effective anti-bullying strategies we
updated our advice to schools, which condenses the previous 481 pages of
guidance into one short document. This summarises the legal obligations and
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powers schools have to tackle bullying, the principles which underpin the most
effective anti-bullying strategies in schools, and further resources through
which school staff can access more specialist information on the specific
issues that they face. The advice can be found at:
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f0076899/preventing-and-
tackling-bullying.

| recognise the considerable physical and emotional harm that bullying can
cause. | hope that my reply offers some reassurance that the Government
takes all forms of discrimination and bullying in schools very seriously.

Tkt ek godass
L —

TIM LOUGHTON MP



